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INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO ARA-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-01 ICA-11 SP-02 PM-05 NSC-05 
SS-15 /084W 

094154 241022Z/14 

P R 240730Z AUG 78 
FM USINT BAGHDAD 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6656 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 1776 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: UNGA, IZ, RQ 

SUBJECT: PUERTO RICO IN THE COMMITTEE OF 24 

REF: STATE 212575 

1 . ON RECEIPT OF REFTEL, EFFORTS WERE MADE TO FIX AN 
APPOINTMENT WITH KETTANEH. IT HAS TAKEN US A DAY TO 
DETERMINE THAT HE IS ON VACATION UNTIL AFTER THE ID, 

1. E. SEPTEMBER 5 OR 6. 

2. IN VIEW OF THE CONCERNS EXPRESSED, AN APPOINTMENT 

HAS BEEN MADE WITH KETTANEH’S DEPUTY (MISBAH EL ASIL) FOR 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 26. EL ASIL HAS NOT BEEN INVOLVED IN 
THE DISCUSSIONS THAT HAVE ALREADY TAKEN PLACE, BUT 
HE HAS BEEN INFORMED OF THE SUBJECT AND WILL PRESUMABLY 
BE INFORMED ON WHERE MATTERS STAND. HE WILL HAVE A 
DIFFICULT TIME REPLACING KETTANEH IN EXPERTISE, 

UNDERSTANDING AND ROLE WITHIN THE GOI, BUT HE IS THE BEST 
WE HAVE AVAILABLE. 

3. TO EMPHASIZE THE SIGNIFICANCE, WE ARE TRYING TO 
ARRANGE AN APPOINTMENT WITH ZAHAWI ON THE SAME 
SUBJECT, SO FAR WITHOUT SUCCESS. 
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